
Table 40. Live births by method of delivery, and rates of cesarean delivery and vaginal birth after previous cesarean delivery, by age and
race and Hispanic origin of mother: United States, 1997

Age and race and Hispanic
origin of mother

Births by method of delivery Cesarean delivery rate
Rate of
vaginal

birth after
previous

cesarean 3

All
births

Vaginal Cesarean

Not
stated Total 1 Primary 2

Total
After

previous
cesarean

Total Primary Repeat

All races  4 ............................ 3,880,894 3,046,621 112,145 799,033 502,526 296,507 35,240 20.8 14.6 27.4

Under 20 years ..................... 493,341 419,228 3,813 70,087 62,475 7,612 4,026 14.3 13.1 33.4
20-24 years ........................... 942,048 772,126 21,144 161,513 111,725 49,788 8,409 17.3 13.0 29.8
25-29 years ........................... 1,069,436 841,432 32,613 218,191 135,972 82,219 9,813 20.6 14.4 28.4
30-34 years ........................... 886,798 668,566 34,843 210,052 117,119 92,933 8,180 23.9 15.6 27.3
35-39 years ........................... 409,710 292,033 16,964 113,669 60,466 53,203 4,008 28.0 18.0 24.2
40-54 years ........................... 79,561 53,236 2,768 25,521 14,769 10,752 804 32.4 22.6 20.5

White, total ............................ 3,072,640 2,415,236 89,522 630,613 393,603 237,010 26,791 20.7 14.5 27.4

Under 20 years ..................... 343,293 292,651 2,305 47,871 43,057 4,814 2,771 14.1 12.9 32.4
20-24 years ........................... 720,546 592,302 15,363 122,079 85,365 36,714 6,165 17.1 12.9 29.5
25-29 years ........................... 871,636 687,177 26,121 176,754 110,265 66,489 7,705 20.5 14.3 28.2
30-34 years ........................... 735,571 557,241 29,173 171,868 95,029 76,839 6,462 23.6 15.3 27.5
35-39 years ........................... 337,423 242,492 14,281 91,847 48,265 43,582 3,084 27.5 17.5 24.7
40-54 years ........................... 64,171 43,373 2,279 20,194 11,622 8,572 604 31.8 22.0 21.0

  White, non-Hispanic ........... 2,333,363 1,829,213 70,284 481,982 305,605 176,377 22,168 20.9 14.8 28.5

Under 20 years ..................... 222,097 188,388 1,373 31,542 28,692 2,850 2,167 14.3 13.3 32.5
20-24 years ........................... 500,928 410,557 10,598 85,343 60,966 24,377 5,028 17.2 13.2 30.3
25-29 years ........................... 674,498 532,371 19,930 135,686 87,865 47,821 6,441 20.3 14.6 29.4
30-34 years ........................... 603,304 459,428 24,227 138,407 78,568 59,839 5,469 23.2 15.3 28.8
35-39 years ........................... 280,393 203,068 12,227 74,751 40,065 34,686 2,574 26.9 17.4 26.1
40-54 years ........................... 52,143 35,401 1,929 16,253 9,449 6,804 489 31.5 22.0 22.1

Black, total ............................ 599,913 466,001 16,986 130,142 83,025 47,117 3,770 21.8 15.6 26.5

Under 20 years ..................... 133,251 112,077 1,370 20,460 17,817 2,643 714 15.4 13.9 34.1
20-24 years ........................... 182,600 147,284 4,992 34,154 22,315 11,839 1,162 18.8 13.6 29.7
25-29 years ........................... 135,529 103,457 4,966 31,181 18,184 12,997 891 23.2 15.6 27.6
30-34 years ........................... 94,123 67,106 3,756 26,410 14,684 11,726 607 28.2 18.8 24.3
35-39 years ........................... 45,069 30,162 1,631 14,585 8,073 6,512 322 32.6 22.1 20.0
40-54 years ........................... 9,341 5,915 271 3,352 1,952 1,400 74 36.2 25.7 16.2

  Black, non-Hispanic ............ 581,431 451,744 16,353 126,138 80,599 45,539 3,549 21.8 15.6 26.4

Under 20 years ..................... 129,956 109,246 1,344 20,032 17,436 2,596 678 15.5 13.9 34.1
20-24 years ........................... 177,494 143,145 4,847 33,243 21,676 11,567 1,106 18.8 13.5 29.5
25-29 years ........................... 130,942 99,907 4,776 30,201 17,623 12,578 834 23.2 15.6 27.5
30-34 years ........................... 90,637 64,665 3,561 25,408 14,174 11,234 564 28.2 18.8 24.1
35-39 years ........................... 43,434 29,085 1,562 14,047 7,816 6,231 302 32.6 22.1 20.0
40-54 years ........................... 8,968 5,696 263 3,207 1,874 1,333 65 36.0 25.6 16.5

Hispanic  5 ............................ 709,767 563,114 17,942 142,907 84,410 58,497 3,746 20.2 13.4 23.5

Under 20 years ..................... 120,955 104,084 934 16,230 14,269 1,961 641 13.5 12.2 32.3
20-24 years ........................... 216,152 178,775 4,651 36,257 24,023 12,234 1,120 16.9 12.1 27.5
25-29 years ........................... 188,669 148,107 5,912 39,563 21,361 18,202 999 21.1 13.1 24.5
30-34 years ........................... 121,539 89,530 4,413 31,382 15,226 16,156 627 26.0 15.2 21.5
35-39 years ........................... 51,601 35,460 1,743 15,836 7,552 8,284 305 30.9 18.3 17.4
40-54 years ........................... 10,851 7,158 289 3,639 1,979 1,660 54 33.7 22.4 14.8

 1 Percent of all live births by cesarean delivery.
 2 Number of primary cesareans per 100 live births to women who have not had a previous cesarean.
 3 Number of vaginal births after previous cesarean delivery per 100 live births to women with a previous cesarean delivery.
 4 Includes races other than white and black and origin not stated.
 5 Includes all persons of Hispanic origin of any race.
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